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of rival creeds. In our parties, the real point of crystal-
lisation is not a programme so much as a person: a parli-
amentary condottiere.

Nor do their conclusions originate in the opinions of
the members, but only in the will of the leader or some
conspicuous orator, and as a rule these two coincide. The
attempt of individual members to make war against the
party leader and the fluent orator is combined with so
much annoyance, defeat in voting, and interruption of
daily customary social intercourse, that it requires a very
independent character to represent an opinion differing
from the party lead; nor is even character sufficient
unless accompanied by a considerable equipment of knowl-
edge and energy. Now this latter increases as we go fur-
ther to the Left. Conservative parties are, as a rule, com-
posed of contented citizens; those which attack the status
quo are naturally more largely recruited from the ranks of
persons discontented with existing institutions. Among
the elements on which contentment depends, a comfortable
income does not occupy the smallest place. Now, it is a
peculiarity, if not of mankind in general, at any rate of
the German nation, that the discontented are more indus-
trious and active than the contented; the needy more
energetic than the satisfied. Those Germans who are
intellectually and physically satisfied are doubtless some-
times industrious from a sense of duty. But this is not
the case with the majority; and among those who fight
against the existing system, we seldom find well-to-do
people acting from conviction, but often out of ambition,
which hopes for speedier satisfaction on this road, unless
indeed they have been forced upon it by political or de-
nominational annoyances. The general result is the pro-
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